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THE HOLY ROATAtV EMPIRE.

CHAP. XVI.

Relation cf
the City
and the
Empire.

world; Rome the city had, in externals at least, carefully
preserved tbeir traditions: the names of her magistracies,
the character of her buildings, all spoke of antiquity, and
gave it a strange and shadowy life in the midst of new
aces and new forms of faith.

In its essence the Empire rested on the feeling of the
nity of mankind; it was the perpetuation of the Roman
ominion by which the old nationalities had been de-
troyed, with the addition of the Christian element which
had created a new nationality that was also universal.   By
he extension of her citizenship to all her subjects heathen
lome had become the common home, and, figuratively,
even the local dwelling-place of the civilized races of man.
3y the theology of the time -Christian Rome had been
made the mystical type of humanity, the one flock of the
raithful scattered over the whole earth, the holy city whither,
as to the temple on Moriah, all the Israel of God should
come up to worship.    She was not merely an image of
the mighty world, she was the  mighty world itself in
miniature.   The pastor of her local church is also the
universal bishop;   the seven suffragans who consecrate
him are the overseers of petty sees in Ostia, Antium,
and the   like, towns   lying   close   round   Rome:   the
cardinal priests and deacons who join these  seven  in
electing him derive their title to 'be princes of the Church,
the  supreme spiritual  council  of the  Christian  world,
from the incumbency of a parochial cure within the pre-
cincts of the city.    Similarly, her ruler, the Emperor, is
ruler of mankind; he is chosen by the acclamations of her
peoplef: he can be lawfully crowned nowhere but in one

f It was thus that most of the   notably  Charles   and   Otto,  pro-
earlier   Teutonic   Emperors,   and   lessed to have obtained the crown;